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too strong, and the petitions for representa-
tive government were refused. The spirit
of revolt spread; peasant risings occurred;
the national troops, in their attempts to
quell the disturbances, were resisted by
armed forces, and the crew of the warship
Potemkin mutinied and cruised from one
Black Sea Port to another. At length the
czar found himself compelled to grant cer-
tain reforms and, most -important of all, to
promise the assembling of a representative
legislative body. Mere promises of reform,
however, were looked upon with suspicion
by the revolutionist party, which was to be
satisfied with nothing less radical than the
proclamation of a democratic republic, and
violeni outbreaks constantly occurred in dif-
ferent parts of the country.
The promised legislative body, the Duma,
held its first session on May 10, 1906. After
ten weeks of free discussion of conditions in
Russia, during which important demands
were made upon the czar, amounting in sub-
stance to the relinquishment of his auto-
cratic power and the granting of real ad-
ministrative control to the people, the czar
dissolved the Duma, July 21. A second
Duma, elected on a greatly restricted fran-
chise, assembled March 1, 1907, and was dis-
solved by the edict of the czar on June 17.
The third Duma met in November, but soon
adjourned to meet on June 21, 1908. This
Duma was chosen as the result of the arbi-
trary action of the government, and did not
fully represent the people. It favored the
government and continued to sit until 1912.
The sessions of the fourth Duma began in
November, 1912. The freedom of action of
the Duma, though in theory almost unlimit-
ed, was greatly lessened by the influence of
the bureaucracy.
The World War. In July, 1914, affairs
were approaching a crisis in Russia, and the
time seemed ripe for a new revolution. Then
came the Austrian attack on Serbia and Rus-
sia's defense of the small Slavic nation, the
outcome of which was the opening of the Eu-
ropean war (for details of this critical period,
see world war). The Imminence of war
overshadowed the domestic situation, and it
was seemingly a united Russia that entered
the struggle. An offensive in Austrian Po-
land (Galieia) was a brilliant success, but in
the summer of 1915 the Russian troops were
badly defeated by the Austro-Germans, who
drove them out of Galicia, recaptured Lem-
 berg and Przemysl, forced the capitulation
of Warsaw and threatened Vilna and Riga.
The Russian people were roused to intense
indignation by these disasters, which were the
result of inefficiency and even treachery in the
government. Russia was betrayed by its
own officials, some of whom had been carrying
on an intrigue with G-ermany from the be-
ginning of the struggle. In this treasonable
business the czarina herself had a hand, but
the czar was probably blameless. Munitions
were deliberately withheld from the troops,
and there was general disorganization of all
military departments.
In spite of the efforts of the traitors, a
powerful organization for carrying on the
war efficiently was functioning. This was
the All-Russian Zemstvos Union, represent-
ing a league of all the zemstvos in the coun-
try. Under the old system Russia proper was
divided into governments for local adminis-
tration. Each government was divided into
districts, and in the regions inhabited by the
Great Russians and Little Russians each dis-
trict had an elected assembly called the
zemstvo. The duties of the zemstvos included
the administration of charity, public health,
education, etc., the construction of public
works and the supervision of other matters
concerning the district. These assemblies by
uniting for war work accomplished miracles
for the disorganized country. Up to Octo-
ber, 1916, the Zemstvos Union, in coopera-
tion with other societies, had established over
3,000 military hospitals and had distributed
vast quantities of supplies among the troops.
The work of these societies showed the pos-
sibilities of the nation could it be freed from
the paralyzing rule of the old bureaucracy.
Another vital factor in the progress of democ-
racy was the ukase of the ezar prohibiting the
sale and use of vodka, the national beverage.
The elimination of drinking and drunken-
ness had much to do with ridding the people
of their inertia.
Though Russia's withdrawal from the war
in 1917-1918 prolonged the struggle, the
country saved the day for the allies by keep-
ing Germany and Austria occupied in the
east while Britain was creating its great army.
Russia had lost nearly 5,000,000 men by the
end of 1916, and was then approaching ex-
haustion. The Pro-German elements in the
government, who had helped bring about this
exhaustion, were working for a separate
peace with Germany early in 1917, and only

